Debate Assignment

California Content Standards

Investigation and Experimentation- 1m

Investigate a science-based societal issue by researching the literature, analyzing data, and communicating the findings. Examples of issues include irradiation of food, cloning of animals by somatic cell nuclear transfer, choice of energy sources, and land and water use decisions in California. 

Point Value

100 points total


10 pts for bibliography (includes only sources used in notes for debate)


40 pts for debate performance- individual grade


25 pts for team notebook- team grade


10 pts for notebook check approx. one week prior to debates


15 pts for attendance and behavior during all debates

General Directions

1. Four students to a topic, two pro and two con.  Each side comprises a debate team.  Please see instructor to form a group of more or less than four.

2. Each subject is to be debated only once per lab class.  Sign up for debate topic in class.

3. A minimum of 25 sources per debate team is required.  Each team member is to contribute research and to sign the bibliography attesting to participation.

4. At the conclusion of the debate, a notebook is to be submitted by each debate team and is to include:

a. A copy of the bibliography

b. A table of contents and tab marks

c. Typed copies of opening and closing statements

d. Research notes and information clearly marked with the source (this will be checked against the bibliography) and initialed by each student who worked with it.

e. A signed statement by each team member attesting to his/her participation.

5. A class day in the library or computer lab to work on debates and investigate sources of information will be arranged.

6. Immediately prior to the debates an in-class work day will be held to allow debate teams and groups to formalize strategy and plans.

7. Format:

a. Clearly write issue on board and state to class.  Issue format is: “Be it resolved that…”

b. Take a preliminary class vote.  Moderator (a person outside your group) will collect, count, and post.

c. Moderator will call for opening statements by each side.  Approximately two minutes and no more than five minutes for each presentation.  Pro opens, then con.  Each person in the group of four will deliver either an opening or closing statement.
d. Statements and rebuttals with prosecution opening.  Four statements or rebuttals for each side, two to three minutes in length.  May be adjusted, before the debate, by mutual agreement or dire need.

e. Questions and pertinent comments from the class to be addressed to a specific side or person.  Two minutes maximum per response.

f. Closing statement by each side.  Prosecution again first.  Approximately three minutes for each pro and con.

g. Final class vote.  Moderator will collect, count, and post.

h. Debate teams shake hands.

i. Each debate team to turn in notebook- one for each the pro and con side.

8. Sample debate schedule

Presentation of resolution and class vote
2 min

Pro Open





3 min

Con Open





3 min

Pro statement




2 min

Con rebuttal




2 min

Con statement




2 min

Pro rebuttal





2 min

Pro statement




2 min

Con rebuttal




2 min

Con statement




2 min

Pro rebuttal





2 min

Class questions- 2 min/question

20 min total

Pro Close





3 min

Con Close





3 min

Vote






1 min

9. Debate members will be graded on attendance, presentation (professional appearance, visuals), information, scientific accuracy, preparation, and sportsmanship.

