Advanced Placement Chemistry

Ms. Cathy Prater

cprater@lvusd.org
AP Chemistry is a college level General Chemistry course designed to prepare the students for College Board’s AP Exam in May with college-level expectations for pacing, workload, and behavior.  As this is a two period class, students should expect twice the work of a regular chemistry course.  Obviously, attendance is vital.  

A thorough description of AP Chemistry is available at www.collegeboard.com .
Course Format

During lecture, all students will meet in A-1 for a lecture session.  During this time I will address problems from the previous night’s homework and present new material.  Labs, additional problem sessions, quizzes, and exams will be conducted during the lab period.

Grading 

Lecture and Lab grades will computed separately with lecture receiving a weighted grade (5 pt A) and lab receiving an unweighted grade. Although exams will be conducted during lab sessions, they will be a component of the lecture grade.


Grading Scale




90-100%
A


80-89.9%
B





68-79.9%
C





60-67.9%
D




Below 60%
F




Grading Breakdown
10% Homework

15% Final

75% Quizzes and Exams
Grades will be available online through AERIES.

Homework 

I will assign homework nightly and go over it during the next class period.  It will consist of both worksheets and book problems and will vary from straightforward problems to AP level problems that the student is expected to struggle through.  All homework should be completed nightly.  Homework will be checked frequently, with points assigned based on the level of effort.  “I didn’t know how to do it” is never an acceptable excuse.  Each student is expected to show an honest effort for each problem.

Absences and Make-Up Policy

It is always the student’s responsibility to learn the material he/she missed, to show up the next class with the homework done, and to find out if I made any announcements about tests or quizzes.  Not knowing something because of an absence is unacceptable.  Find reliable people to count on.
When quizzes or exams are missed, the make-up must be completed during support period.  Students will have the length of the absence, plus one day to complete the assessment.  If the assessment is not completed in this time, the student will receive a zero.

Topics
The following units will be covered during the course of the year:

Semester I






Introduction



Moles







Stoichiometry




Gases







Thermochemistry




Atomic Structure





Periodic Trends





Bonding





Intermolecular Forces 

Kinetics
Semester II

Equilibrium

Solubility

Acid-Base

Thermo II

Redox

Organic

Nuclear
Text

Chemistry, 9th Edition by Raymond Chang

Materials
· Pencil and eraser
· Calculator
· Somewhere to take notes
Support Period
I am available for help during Support Period in N1.  There may be a schedule set-up where my priority on certain days belongs to certain classes, but all students are welcome every day.

